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Profiles

By Marilyn Michael

Princess of Westlake

fyou walk into the office of LodeStar,
Lynne Reister's marine survey busi-
ness on Westlake, you'll be greeted
by a princess. This irresistible little
Snowshoe Siamese is a real ambassador

for Lynne and jeins other "animal ambas-
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sadors” for marine business around
Puget Sound. Boaters needn’t look far
around their own marinas or the larger
maritime community to see many pets
that are thriving on boats and amidst the
dockside life.

Lynne Reister has had her boat, a
1939 Monk bridgedeck cruiser called
Grandy-Lusion, at her current marina for
seven years. Several years ago, when she
was striking out on her own as a marine
surveyor, she thought downsizing would
be good and made the decision to live
onboard (only a block away from her

office). She loved it and decided to share
her new way of life with a cat.

‘I hadn't had a kitty for a very long
time and knew there must be one for me,
so I went to the 'second-hand kitty place’
[Seattle Animal Shelter] and Princess
found me,” said Lynne.

I eame to live on a boat. When I arrived,
Lynne gave me a room of my own that she
kept me in for three days so I could learn (o
feel I had a safe place. I stayed on the boat
until Lynne took the portholes out to polish
them. How
Fitty doors!

nice, my own perfectly sized

Clockwise from top
left:

Princess on the TV at
the office.

Lounging at the office.

“Some days this ball
just tuckers me out.”

Snoozing in the car.




“Pay attention to ME!”
My first adventure happened when

Lynne was out of town. I made my way

three boats away, down to Christing
Green's vannish shop, I couldnt help it—
they were having sushi for lunch! They did-
n't know me yer and allowed me to spend
the night ai our neighbor Andy’s workshop,
not realizing I was only 40 feet away from
home.

Because Lynne had the foresight to
have a microchip placed in Princess,
when the neighbors stopped by a vet to
check, they learned where Princess
lived. Princess had golten a taste of the
world and continues to find her way oul
of the hoat through the portholes, but
she uses them to return to the boat only
if Lynne isn't home, preferring the door

be opened for her if someone is there.

THE LIFE OF AN
ONBOARD CAT
“Princess is the kind of cat who would
love being a ‘spokescat’ for animals
onboard,” said Lynne. “She would be glad

SEATTLE ANIMAL SHELTER
‘ 2061 15th Ave. W
(one mile south of the Ballard Bridge)
T 206-386-4293 :
W: www.seattleanimalshelter.org
: @

e Adoption, reporting abuse, low-cost
spay/neuter clinic, licensing, micro-
Chlppln& volﬁnteer ﬁ)stem;:arc' pro-
S

e Every animal le'ave's with:
nd mivrochap, vaccme;s, spayed

_ neutered, a coupon for a frec med-

 ical exam from a veterinarian.

licgn'%e |

like
a boat,
chal-
lenges of getting on and
what

wakes

to tell others what it's
to live onboard
about the special
off a moving boat,
happens when
come by and birds land on
boal,
favorite spots to sit on the

your and about
boat roof' to survey your
domain. One of Princess’s
most endearing habits is
she sleeps under the cov-
ers with her head in my hand each night,
getting up periodically to patrol the
dock.”

I love to lie on the deck surveying my
dominions. A very big blue heron some-
times sits at the end of our dock. I'm curious
about him and wander up real close He
doesn't seem to nund. There is a seal that
comes to say hello. We haven't quite got
nose to nose yet, but pretty close to it

When new people tie up at the maring,
I often jump up on their boais even hefore
they tic up. I just want to check out the
boat. Then I leave. It's really fun to hide
behind a cance that's on the dock then run
out and surprise people. Whenever people
are working on the dock, T'm right there
checking thent out to see if I can help,

One night on our walk home from the
office, Lynne and I met two raccoons that
had crossed Westlake heading for the water.
We stared them doum and they went on
their wey.

There 1s always a lof of construction
around boats and things often change. One
day T fell in the lake between two fenders
(getting my sea legs the hard way). I got out
by myself: T was so embarrassed, all wet,
slumping back to the boat to lick myself dry.
Tve never fallen in since.

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF
PRINCESS

I wait for Lynne on the boat deck or by
the flowerpot on the dock until she gets off;
I don't go amywhere until she's off the boat.
Then I follow Lynne up the dock and onto
the sidewalk. I look out carefully for dogs
since the time a big black dog came right
into the office and attacked me. Then [ wall
with Lynne all the way to work. I make a

. Alway

Tips for Having
Pets Onboard

e Nail a piece of carpet to the dock
near the boat so an onboard cat has
something secure to grab.

* Animals onboard should u%éar a har
ness rather 'ﬁhan a'coIl_ar 50 t-hﬂ_\,’ can be

* more safely grabbed with a hoat hook.

. Child safety netting is a good idea.

* Animals on deck when underway
should wear life vests as unexpected
crises do happerh :

An r{%ea far retrieving an overboard
cal m_fght_be to toss out a crab net for
them o grab.

e Make sure animals are tagged well,

especially cruising or liveahoard pets.
Vets and shelters do microchip tagging,
ideal for beloved pﬂs that might find
themselves lost far away from homa.

» Information can further be written
directly on a white flea collar or fab-
ric collar Include the number of
someone you céﬂ regularly while
cruising. Keep some animal photos
onboard for posters in case a pet is
lost.

» Don't cruise too long between potty

Eastlake Vet-
erinary Clinic in Seattle advises, “If you
are cruising with 4 dog and start to see
them need to frequently urinate, uri-

breaks. Dr. Don Kﬁnt from |

n_afez with small volume, ar see hlood in
the uring, it may likely be retention cys-
titis.” If you notice any of these signs,
bring your pet to a veterinarian imme-
diately, as the condition must be weat-
ed with antibiotics,

v heck and plan ahead to
meet the | entry requirement ':mr var-
ious countries if you're gf:mg to
gruise abroa(i with vpur pet.

Some vets suggest a very n:eomtmé
. portion of Dramammb bometlmes
tranguilizers are prescribed for pets
prone to motion sickness. Before g
_ing your pet any medication, always
- consult a vet.

¢ Fora nantical-looking cat suratcluag

_:pust ‘wrap the qu@p{)rt post For‘

* salon table in sisal.

® Chicken wire over the soil of potted
plants keeps cats out; buy some for
your neighbor's pots too.




little are around a gavbage can so that I don't run into Blackie,
the dog that lives next to the marina. There are a couple of bea-
gles down the way; when we meet them the people with them
know about my doggie-delayed-stress-syndrome so they step off
the sidewalk with the dogs to let me pass. Then, when we get to
the dive shop near the office, 1 start to vun and see if' I can beat
Lynne to the office. We race to see who can get there first.

“She sits in the office window. People come by and get
off their bikes to come in and pet her She has many
friends,” said Lynne. “They
come right in to visit. Most of
the time I don’t know them,
but they know Princess. I've
met a lot of really nice peo-
ple who know her A year
ago, a black dog came into
the office and grabbed her by
the stomach and beat her up. She was on the boat in recov-
ery for about two weeks. During her recovery, people
would come to the boat to visit her and they'd come into
the office every day to ask about her”

“If she goes out to greet someone and they ignore her,”
Lynne smiled, “she comes back in as if to say, "They didn’t
pet me; what kind of people are they? The other day 1
looked out the window and saw her orange ball rolling by
and then I saw it coming back. Some guy had gotten off his

R CONNER

Port of Skagit County

A FULL SERVICE MARINA
ON THE SWINOMISH CHANNEL
* Guest Moorage » Power » Water
= Showers » Laundromat = Chandlery
e (Gas, Diiesel Fuel, Propane e Repairs
= Boat Launcher = Dry Boat Storage
A STEP AWAY FROM...

¢ Restaurants » Shops e Galleries
e Groceries = Lodging = Muscums

(360) 466-3118 « VHF 66A
WEB: WWW.PORTOFSKAGIT.COM
P.O. BOX 1120
LA CONNER, WA 98257
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Princess is the kind of cat who
would love being a ‘spokescat’

for animals onboard.

bike and was playing ball with her. She likes to roll out in
the sun.”

I love greeting everyone and hearing how their day or walk
is going, There are so many really nice dogs and cats around
here — thetr owners are the best! They take them for walks and
really (ake good care of them. At least that is what the dogs that
go by here tell me. Last winter it was fun to see all the paw
prints in the snow.

Gene Mitchell who works for Commercial Marine is Lynne's
office mate. He is my best
friend; he plays with me, toss-
ing halls and letting me sit on
his desk when Lynne is out
surveying boats, which is a lot!
I wiiss her and wait for her by
the window until I see her car
conting.

When it’s time to go home, Lynne tells me and I go wait for
her by the door. Bvery night T get to ride on Lynne's shoulder
all the way home under the beak of her hat oy, in bad weather,
under her sweater. She places me on the boat and then she
Jumps on.

CAT ADVENTURES

Princess loves to ride in the car and goes with Lynne
ahout 50 percent of the time. She waits for Lynne while sit-
ting on the back of the driver's seat enjoying the people
who come by and talk to her She sleeps on Lynne's lap as
she drives.

Princess loves to stick her head outl the window when
Lynne pays the ferry loll. One time, by accident, Lynne
almost caught her in the window as it was rolling up.
Princess let out a yowl and grabbed for Lynne, scratching
her jaw. The ferry toll taker looked on incredulous at the
vowling cat and blood dripping from Lynne's face unable to
say anything but, “Your cat just scratched you." Lynne
healed and Princess didn't hold the mistake against her. It
was just another adventure for the pair

“We go over to Port Townsend and spend lime at a
friend's home on the vessel Lotus,” said Lynne. “Princess
has a little stateroom all her own with some finches. She
sits on top of their cage and waits for the cover to come off
so she can watch them. She wanders their bilge and
inspects it with me. I've never worried about her getting
into some spot on a boat and getting stuck. I believe if she
can gel in somewhere, she can get out.”

If you are wondering how your animal may adapt to
adventures onboard, you won't have to look far to see many
animals who love all the interesting challenges that come
with being around boats and marinas. As their boat is
under reconstruction, Lynne and Princess haven't taken it
away from the dock together, but Princess doesn't mind the
engine running and will undoubtedly have interesting sto-

ries to tell about adventures away from the dock. |



MALCOLM

Meet Malcelm. Malcolm (pic-
tured at right) is the official
grecter at ?’ﬁﬁenes Supply i
Seattle. Maleolm has tales to tell

with Barry and M&nan Maynand. |
"Makolm wears. rubbc,r boott; o

sﬂtmg aft anc’{ we heeled abo
30 degrees. His back hips are bad
and he didn’t have his boots on. T
back to see him b
the deck, all four mgs 's'ﬁi'ead~-
eag}ed with  his £

braced against the wmei trim
around the boat c»dge holding on
for dear life."

Meet Brewsler. Brewster is the offi
El'ec‘tn‘c’, % ;t'éw c‘aoors down "fmm whe

ing bewildered,” smiled Lot “Tt didn't bother him muc
though, and he loves his walks afound Westle




